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Steven Pugsley, Mike Rigby, Francesca Smith, 
Federica Smith-Roberts, Vivienne Stock-Williams, Phil Stone, 
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ADDENDUM
11. Motion to declare an Ecological Emergency. To consider 

a motion proposed by Councillor Dave Mansell, 
seconded by Councillor Dixie Darch (attached). An 
assessment of the implications for the Council should 
the motion be carried will also be attached.  
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Please note that this meeting will be recorded. You should be aware that the 
Council is a Data Controller under the Data Protection Act 2018. Data collected 
during the recording will be retained in accordance with the Council’s policy. 
Therefore unless you are advised otherwise, by taking part in the Council 
Meeting during Public Participation you are consenting to being recorded and to 
the possible use of the sound recording for access via the website or for training 
purposes. If you have any queries regarding this please contact the officer as 
detailed above.  
 
Following Government guidance on measures to reduce the transmission of 
coronavirus (COVID-19), we will be live webcasting our committee meetings and 
you are welcome to view and listen to the discussion. The link to each webcast 
will be available on the meeting webpage, but you can also access them on the 
Somerset West and Taunton webcasting website. 
 
If you would like to ask a question or speak at a meeting, you will need to submit 
your request to a member of the Governance Team in advance of the meeting. 
You can request to speak at a Council meeting by emailing your full name, the 
agenda item and your question to the Governance Team using 
governance@somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk   
 
Any requests need to be received by 4pm on the day that provides 2 clear 
working days before the meeting (excluding the day of the meeting itself). For 
example, if the meeting is due to take place on a Tuesday, requests need to be 
received by 4pm on the Thursday prior to the meeting. 
 
The Governance and Democracy Case Manager will take the details of your 
question or speech and will distribute them to the Committee prior to the 
meeting. The Chair will then invite you to speak at the beginning of the meeting 
under the agenda item Public Question Time, but speaking is limited to three 
minutes per person in an overall period of 15 minutes and you can only speak to 
the Committee once.  If there are a group of people attending to speak about a 
particular item then a representative should be chosen to speak on behalf of the 
group. 
 
Please see below for Temporary Measures during Coronavirus Pandemic and the 
changes we are making to public participation:- 
Due to the Government guidance on measures to reduce the transmission of 
coronavirus (COVID-19), we will holding meetings in a virtual manner which will 
be live webcast on our website. Members of the public will still be able to 
register to speak and ask questions, which will then be read out by the 
Governance and Democracy Case Manager during Public Question Time and will 
be answered by the Portfolio Holder or followed up with a written response. 
 
Full Council, Executive, and Committee agendas, reports and minutes are 
available on our website: www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk  
For further information about the meeting, please contact the Governance and 
Democracy Team via email: governance@somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk  
If you would like an agenda, a report or the minutes of a meeting translated into 
another language or into Braille, large print, audio tape or CD, please email: 
governance@somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk 
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Council Meeting 29.09.20 
Agenda Item 11 - Motion to declare an Ecological emergency 
 
REVISED WORDING – amendments to points 7 and 12 (italics) 
 
Council resolves to: 
 
1) Declare an ecological emergency. 
 
2) Address ecological issues alongside climate emergency actions and ensure 

that opportunities to gain co-benefits from addressing both the climate and 
the ecological emergencies are maximised. 

 
3) Add ecological implications alongside those for climate and sustainability in 

committee and council reports. 
 

4) Where possible, embed climate action and ecological initiatives within all 
council work areas, including COVID-19 recovery projects and programmes. 

 
5) Promote woodland planting and rewilding in the right places and with the 

right species, peatland restoration, natural flood management, wild flower 
meadows, and habitat creation and restoration. As well as being important for 
biodiversity, these actions can often have an important co-benefit of storing 
carbon, so helping to address climate change. 

 
6) Reduce energy and material consumption by promoting waste reduction, 

reuse and recycling, product durability, energy efficiency and renewable 
energy generation. Avoid consumption that threatens further destruction of 
globally important wildlife habitats and the use of single-use plastics without 
effective and on-going recycling in place. 

 
7) Work with local, county, regional and national partners, including land 

managers and DEFRA, to increase wildlife habitats, green infrastructure and 
natural capital in Somerset West and Taunton. 

 
8) Ensure that addressing the climate and ecological emergencies and nature 

recovery are strategic priorities for planning policies and design guides for 
new development, including by identifying appropriate areas for habitat 
restoration and biodiversity gain. 

 
9) Manage Council services, buildings and land in a biodiversity-friendly 

manner, including by reviewing use of harmful chemicals, such as pesticides, 
and taking opportunities to create new wildlife habitats. 

 
10) Provide advice for local communities on how to incorporate biodiversity, 

green infrastructure and natural capital into Neighbourhood Plans and other 
initiatives. 
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11) Encourage residents to take biodiversity measures in their own homes by, for 
example, wildlife gardening and home composting. 

 
12) Agree with the principles set out in recommendations 1-11 and requests that 

officers do a feasibility study and draw up a costed plan as part of the budget 
setting process for 2021/22 onwards. This would be to allow the production of an 
ecological emergency action plan and to report annually to Scrutiny Committee, 
Executive and Full Council on progress, continuing work and future projects to 
address both the climate and ecological emergencies. 
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